MUSICAL ACTIVITIES

LISTENING AND VISUALIZING

While listening to music, students draw and color on a large blank sheet of paper the images the music creates in their minds:

Close your eyes and think about the music that is being played.  Can you see the instruments that are making the sounds?  How does the music make you feel?  What pictures does it create in your mind?   

LISTENING AND VERBALIZING
What words can you think of to describe what you hear?

Can you identify the instruments used to create the music?

REMEMBERING
Can you name the instruments in each instrument family? 

What makes the instruments in each family the same?  

What makes the families different?

MORE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:

Why do we listen to music? (Sometimes music can create certain moods or tell stories…ect.)

How many types of music can you think of?  

What is it you like about your favorite music?  What is your favorite instrument?

SUGGESTIONS FOR LISTENING IN THE CLASSROOM

Baroque Works

J.S. Bach
Brandenburg Concerti

(1600-1750)


Vivaldi

The Four Seasons






Handel

Royal Fireworks Music; Water Music

Pachelbel
Canon in D

Classical Works

Mozart

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik; The Magic Flute (opera)

(1750-1830)


Haydn

Any of 101 Symphonies

Beethoven
Symphony no. 6 “Pastoral”

Romantic Works

Saint-Saens
Carnival of the Animals

(1830-1900)


Mendelssohn
A Midsummer Night’s Dream





Grieg

Peer Gynt Suite #1





Tchaikovsky
Nutcracker; Swan Lake; Sleeping Beauty (ballets)





Rimsky-Korsakov
Scheherazade

Contemporary Works

Prokofiev
Peter and the Wolf

(1900-present)

Stravinski
The Firebird

Copland
Rodeo Suite

Gershwin
Rhapsody in Blue

The audio series Classical Kids is available on CD and cassette. These recordings tell stories about composers and the kids who know them.  The recordings also use excerpts from their music.  Examples include “Vivaldi’s Ring of Mystery”, 

“Bach Comes to Call”, “Hallelujah Handel”, and “Mozart’s Magic Flute.”
